
 
Dieselgeek Panzer Plate For The Audi TT (2002 and Newer)  

 
 

Dieselgeek Panzer Plate Install Instructions  

For The Audi TT  (2002 and Newer)  
 

Parts and Packing List  

 
1.  One (1) aluminum MK4 Panzer skid plate (TT Version  -  FIGURE 1  -MK4  PANZER SKID PLATE)  

 

 
Figure 1  - MK4 Panzer Skid Plate  

2.  One (1) custom aluminum mounting bracket with attached 3/8 -16 bolts and shoulder nuts  

(FIGURE 2  -  ALUMINUM MOUNTING BRACKET)  
 

 
Figure 2  -  Aluminum Mounting Bracket  

 

3.  Two (2) stainless steel u -bolt style exhaust clamps with 3/8 -16 shoulder nuts  (FIGURE 

3  -EXHAUST CLAMPS)  
 

 
Figure 3  - Exhaust Clamps  

 
4.  Two (2) 3/8 inch stud retainer discs  (FIGURE 4  -  STUD RETAINER DISCS )  

 

 
Figure 4  -  Stud Retainer Discs  
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5.  One (1) black plastic  vertical splash guard  for passenger side ( FIGURE 5  -  VERTICAL SPLASH 

GUARD)  

 

 
Figure 5  -  Vertical Splash Guard  

 
6.  Four  (4)  10mm or 3/8 inch large fender washer  (FIGURE 6  -  FENDER WASHER)  

 

 
Figure 6  -  Fender Washer  

7.  Three  (3)  factory Audi gold or bronze colored rivnut (part number  N 908 106 02)  (FIGURE 7  -  

GOLD OR BRONZE COLORED RIVNUT )  
 

 
Figure 7  -  Gold or Bronze Colored Rivnut  

8.  Three (3) silver 10mm x 30mm zinc plated bolts  with 1.50 thread pitch  (Figure 8 ï 
Zinc Plated Bolts )  

 

 
Figure 8  ï Zinc Plated Bolts  

 

9.  One (1) 10 inch long aluminum rivnut tool  (Figure 9 ï Rivnut Tool )  
 

 
Figure 9  ï Rivnut Tool  
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Tools Required  
 
1.  Safety goggles  

2.  3/8 drive socket wrench  
3.  11/16 or 17mm socket  

4.  9/16 or 14mm deep socket  
5.  10mm socket  
6.  3 inch and  12 inch extension bar for socket wrench  

7.  Torque wrench for accurate rivnut setting  
8.  Heavy duty jack and two jack stands or car ramps  

9.  Automotive grease  
10. Hack saw or Dremel tool  
11. T25 Torx screwdriver or socket  

 

Preparing Vertical Side Panel s for the Panzer Plate  
 

1.  First, on level ground, raise the front of the car evenly. To do this , you may choose to drive 

the car onto ramps, jack the car up and secure with two jack stands or use a car lift. If using 
jack stands or ramps be sure to chock the rear wheels and place the car in gear and 

firmly apply the handbrake . You should also wear safety goggles  during this entire 
procedure.  

 
2.  Once the car is safely raised, remove the Original Equipment Audi plastic belly pan if your car 

still has one. Next, on the driver side , remove the rear T25 Torx screw from the tail end of 

the plastic vertical engine bay side panel like this  (FIGURE 10  -  REMOVING  THE REAR T25  TORX 

SCREW) .   

 
Figure 10  -  Removing  the Rear T25 Torx Screw  

The picture also shows a yellow line where the side panel must be cut for use with the skid 
plate.   Tin snips, tree limb clippers, a Dremel Tool, or a hack saw will work for this task  

(FIGURE 11 -  USING A HACK SAW TO CUT THE SIDE PANEL) .  
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Figure 11 -  Using a Hack Saw  to Cut the Side Panel  

In order  for the Panzer skid plate to fit, the mounting spot on the subframe where the side 

panel attaches must not have a Torx screw or side panel attached to it. Retain the T25 Torx 
screws for the final skid plate install.  

 
3.  The driver side vertical side panel wi ll also need to have the forward part removed to enable 

the mounting of the skid plate  (FIGURE 12  ï REMOVING FORWARD SECTION OF SIDE PANEL) .  

 

 
Figure 12  ï Removing Forward Section of Side Panel  

A hack saw or Dremel tool (FIGURE 13  ï USING DREMEL TOOL TO CUT SIDE PANEL)  with a cutoff 
wheel is quite effective at cutting through this fiberglass reinforced material  (FIGURE 14  ï 

FORWARD SECTION OF SIDE PANEL) .   

 

 
Figure 13  ï Using Dremel Tool to Cut  Side Panel  

 

 
Figure 14  ï Forward Section of Side Panel  

You should not have to remove the side panel to perform this operation but its fine if you do.  

 
4.  Due to the fact that the original Audi passenger side vertical panel does not fit perfectly with 

the Panzer Plate (There is a 1/2 inch gap between the Panzer Plate and the OE side panel), 
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the Panzer Plate kit includes a new, perfect fitting vertical panel to replace the OE Audi panel. 
Remove the original Audi  panel by first removing the two 10mm sheetmetal nuts which are 

up against the frame rails  (FIGURE 15  ï LOCATION OF THE SHEETMETAL NUT and FIGURE 16  ï 

REMOVING THE SHEETMETAL NUT) .  

 

 
Figure 15  ï Location of the Sheetmetal Nut  

 
Figure 16  ï Removing the Sheetmetal Nut  

On 180hp models it will be easier to access the rear 10mm nut once the intercooler duct is 
loosened  (FIGURE 17  -  ACCESS THE REAR 10 MM NUT) .  

 

 
Figure 17  -  Access the  Rear 10mm  Nut  

This is accomplished by removing the rear 10mm nut like this  (FIGURE 18  -  REMOVING THE REAR 

10 MM NUT).   

 
Figure 18  -  Removing the  Rear 10mm Nut  

Replacement of the side panel simply requires you to put the star washers (FIGURE 19  ï 

I NSTALLING STAR WASHERS) of the new side panel on the threaded stud mounts  and pu sh up on 

them  (FIGURE 20  -  STAR WASHERS OF THE NEW SIDE PANEL ON THE THREADED STUD MOUNTS) .  
 

http://www.dieselgeek.com/images/DCP_7617.JPG
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Figure 19  ï In stalling Star Washers  

 
Figure 20  -  Star Washers  of  the  New Side Panel 

on  the  Threaded Stud Mounts

 
The star washers equipped with the new panel replace the 10mm sheetmetal style nuts. (You 

may elect to reuse your  10mm sheetmetal nuts if you like.) After the new side panel is 
installed, be sure to replace the nut for the intercooler duct if you have a TT 180.  

 

Installi ng the Front Skid Plate Mounts  
 
The Audi TT Panzer Plate uses two stainless steel exhaust clamps t o hold the front part of the 

plate to the beefy steel intercooler tube. This is the large diameter tube that crosses the front of 
the car from left to right in the lower engine bay. The stainless exhaust clamps fit the diameter 

of the intercooler tube perf ectly. The passenger side exhaust clamp is used alone  without any 
other bracketry. The driver side mount uses the same stainless exhaust clamp as the passenger 
side but the driver side clamp is attached to the custom aluminum bracket  (FIGURE 21  -  CUSTOM 

ALUMINUM BRACKET) .  
 

 
Figure 21  -  Custom Aluminum Bracket  

This aluminum bracket fits the skid plate curvature and will help the skid plate absorb shock 
from hitting items in the roadway. The Panzer skid plate attaches to this secondary aluminum 

bracket.  
 

1.  One of the supplied stainless steel exhaust clamps will mount near the end of the passenger 
side of t he intercooler tube (just next to the rubber intercooler hose connection on TT 225). 

To install this clamp, slip the exhaust clamp u -bolt over the steel intercooler tube and let the 
threaded stud ends point toward the ground  (FIGURE 22  -  EXHAUST CLAMP U-BOLT OVER THE STEEL 

I NTERCOOLER TUBE) .  

 


